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. United Nations Electoral Assistance Secretariat.
X. European Union Election Observation Mission in Bangladesh.

9. Japan-Bangladesh Parliamentarians Association.
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Conclusions : The general assessment by the observers of the opening of
polling centers, voting, closing of the polling centers, and counting was
‘good’ and that the elections proceeded smoothly.

The observers also noted a high participation of women in the voting,
despite the hardships presented by small and overcrowded polling
stations. Although a few, sporadic and regrettable incidents of violence
were reported and irregularities during voting were observed, the overall
impact on the elections was minimal. Closing of the polling stations and
counting were according to the established procedures and polling agents
signed the statement of counting in all polling centers visited by the
observers. Consequently, the delegations agreed that the polling on
October 1, 2001 was generally free, fair, peaceful and orderly.

Polling station officials have displayed professionalism for the most part
and appeared to be generally familiar with required procedures. The
elections were generally well organized and managed in a satisfactory way,
although a number of administrative problems beset the process and, in
some cases, prevented citizens from voting. Some of these difficulties were
due to overcrowded polling centers, late identification of new polling
centers and a problematic partisan vote number verification system.

The delegations wish to congratulate the people of Bangladesh for their
stoicism and. high civic spirit and for their peaceful, orderly and
enthusiastic participation. (‘j‘é'T 1 90-93))
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European Union
Election Observation Mission in Bangladesh-2001
EU-EOMB
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT-2, OCTOBER 2001

1. The EU Election Observation Mission in Bangladesh [EOMB]
has been deployed to monitor the October 1st General Elections
on the invitation of the authorities of Bangladesh.

31 Long Term Observers [LTOs] were deployed in 14 regional
offices since August 27th. During this time, the observers have
concentrated on the pre-electoral phase, in particular the election
campaign and administrative preparations.

The various authorities and electoral-related organizations have
always constructively co-operated with all the European Union
Observers throughout Bangladesh in all our observation
operations.

On election Day, 72 Observers have been present in more than a
third of all constituencies and more than half of the sixty four
districts of Bangladesh. They have visited more than 500 polling
stations. They also made observations on vote counting and
results consolidation.

2. The European Union Observation Mission in Bangladesh
considers that the electoral process has guaranteed sufficient
conditions of freedom and fairness and represents an important
step towards democratic consolidation. We strongly hope that, all
the political actors will respect the people's choice as reflected in
the results announced.

The Bangladesh have shown their strong commitment in
furthering democracy in the country and the electoral authorities,
the security forces and the media have contributed to a positive
process with a spirit of independence and authority, in
challenging circumstances. (’jé'l 1 938)
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On the election day, we visited nineteen polling centers in ten
constituencies in Dhaka, Gazipur, Narsingdi and Narayanganj and
observed closely the vote casting and counting process. We received
a warm welcome from election officers as well as voters at all polling
centers and we could fulfill our observation mission smoothly
without any interruption.

Although our observation was limited, we were very impressed with
the scene, where both voting and counting were conducted in an
orderly fashion, and also with the discipline maintained and
enthusiasm evinced among election officers and voters, Police, Ansar,
BDRs and the Armed Forces who were on duty at each polling center
also operated in a well disciplined manner. We were further impressed
with the cheerful co-operation and assistance among all those agents
from main political parties, who overcome partisan interests and
ensured the voting process was conducted in a smooth way.

There were reportedly a number of polling centers where voting was
canceled because of clashes between political party supporters.
However, the number is insignificant, I believe, in view of the large
number of polling centers nearly thirty thousand, throughout
Bangladesh.

As a result of our observation, we have confident impression that this
election, as a whole, was conducted in a free, fair, peaceful and
orderly manner. Out attention was particularly drawn to the many
women and young people who participated in this election in an
active and orderly way. This leads me to believe that your country has
a very bright future. I was also touched by the sincerity and integrity
of the people of Bangladesh throughout our observation.

This election was the second conducted under the Non-party
Caretaker Government system. We strongly hope that, his election
will further promote the democratic process in your country. Finally,
we sincerely hope that the will of the people as reflected in this
election result, will be fully respected, and the new government can
be swiftly organized, and democracy is consolidated in accordance
with the wishes of the people of Bangladesh. (jﬁ‘l 1 Ob-029)
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October 4, 2001
To
M.A. Sayed

I am writing to congratulate you for the central role played by you and
the Election Commission in ensuring the peaceful, free and fair conduct
of the elections October 1. When I visited Bangladesh in August, 1 was
impressed with the evenhanded, impartial preparations for the election
being made by the Caretaker Government and the electoral authorities,
laying the foundation for free and fair elections. It now appears from all
international and domestic observer reports that the elections were
relatively peaceful and that they were conducted in accordance with
international standards. These reports run counter to public statements
attributed to Sheikh Hasina and the Awami League of massive rigging.
Any complaints should follow normal legal channels of appeal rather
than a complete refusal to recognize the elections legitimacy.

Given the international situation right now, it would be damaging and
destabilizing for Bangladesh to enter into a protracted post-electoral
political crisis. The candidates and their parties have the power to avoid
such a crisis by adhering to the commitments they made in August. They
agreed to renounce the use of hartals, violence and intimidation. Living
up to this commitment will require clear, public statements to supporters
to avoid mass demonstrations, strikes, and violent acts of any kind.

Party leaders, including former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, also
pledged not to boycott the next Parliament and to help ensure that the
opposition plays a meaningful role in the new legislature, no matter
which party formed the government. I have called on Khaleda Zia to
respectfully the pre-electoral agreements to ensure a full and legitimate
role for the opposition under the new government, especially in
Parliament and with respect to the role of the Speaker. I urge other leaders
to do the same. However, Sheikh Hasina's recent vow to boycott
Parliament runs counter to her August pledge and has the potential not
only to destablize this new Parliament, but also unravel the delicate
fabrics of the Bangladeshi Democracy.

As you know, I lost a presidential election myself. [ am well aware of
how hard it is to accept such a defeat. It is imperative, however, that the
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Awami League accept the results of the election in order to strengthen
Bangladesh's democratic institutions in the long-term. The party has
played an important leadership role for democracy in Bangladesh, and
this is a role that must continue in opposition. This is the essence of
democracy.

Bangladesh has many friends around the world who are hopeful that
democracy can take hold and that the poverty and suffering of many
Bangladesh people can be alleviated through good governance,
meaningful political deliberations, and sound policy-making. The Awami
League is critical to this long-term process as a strong party opposition in
the next Parliament and as a contender in future free and fair elections.

Sincerely.
Jimmy Carter.
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Brothers and Sisters,

I have said what I wanted to say. You are witness to the state of affairs
with which man is confronted today. Please do not judge Islam in the
light of the failings of the Muslims. We may not be the best specimens
of Islam. But then Islam is not the property of any one group of
human beings. It is the message of God and is meant for all human
beings. I urge you to try to understand Islam in the light of the original
teachings of the Quran and Sunnah. To this I invite all Muslims and
non-Muslims. This Conference provides you with an opportunity to
examine more closely what Islam has to offer to meet the challenge
of the modern age. Technology has brought us to a stage at which
man, in order to survive, needs an ideology which is based on truth,
which is universally applicable and which provides an effective
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control mechanism, a moral and spiritual discipline for man. Let us
examine the message of Islam with openness and without prejudice.
If Islam has nothing to offer, why worry about it; if it has something
life-giving to offer, why deny it to ourselves?
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"With reference of your application dated 12.01.1977 addressed to the
Chief Martial Law Administrator, Govt. of Bangladesh, I am directed
to inform you that Govt. of the People’'s Republic of Bangladesh
regret their inability of accede to your request to restore Bangladesh
Citizenship."
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"With Reference to your application dated 16.01.1978 addressed to
the Hon'ble President, I am directed to inform you that the Govt. of

the People's Republic of Bangladesh regret their inability after their

earlier decision as communicated to you under their Ministry dated
23.04.1977."
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Subject : Grant of Entry Visa to Professor Ghulam Azam. a Pak, national.

"The undersigned is directed to say that this Ministry have no
objection to the grant of Visa to Professor Ghulam Azam, a Pak,
national to visit Bangladesh for a short period.”
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