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“I, Major Ziaur Rahman, head of the Provisionery
revoletionary Government of Bangladesh do hereby proclaim
and declare the independence of Bangladesh and also appeal
to the all Democratic socialist and other countries of the world

to immediate recognise our country Bangladesh.....Inshallah,
victory is ours.
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I, Major Ziaur Rahman on behalf of our great Leader Bangabandhu
Sheikh Muyjibar Rahman supreem commander and head of the
provisionery Revoletionary Govt of Banglades gio hereby proclaim
and declare the Independence of Bangladesh. .. .
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‘This House expresses its deep anguish and grave
concern at the recent developments in East Bengal. A
massive attack by armed forces, dispatched from West
Pakistan, has unleashed against the entire people of
East Bengal with a view to suppressing their urges and
aspirations.

Instead of respecting the will of the people so
unmistakably expressed thought the election in
Pakistan in December 1970, the Government of
Pakistan has chosen to flout the mandate of the people.

The Government of Pakistan has not only refused to
transfer power to legally elected representatives but
has also arbitrarily prevented the National Assembly
from assuming its rightful and sovereign role. The
people of East Bengal are being sought to be
suppressed by the naked use of force, by bayonets,
machine guns, tanks, artillery and aircrafi.

The Government of the people of India has always
desired and worked for peaceful, normal and fraternal
relations with Pakistan. Situated as India is and bound
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as the people of the sub-continent are by centuries old
ties of history, culture and tradition, this House cannot
remain indifferent to the macabre tragedy being
enacted so close to our border.

Throughout the length and breadth of our land, our
people have condemned in unmistakable terms, the
atrocities now being perpetrated on an unprecedented
scale upon an unarmed and innocent people.

This House expresses its profound sympathy for and
Solidarity with the people of East Bengal in their
struggle for a democratic way of life.

Bearing in mind the permanent interests which India
has in peace, Committed as we are to uphold and
defend human rights, this House demands immediate
cessation of the use of force and the massacre of
defenseless people.

This House calls upon all peoples and Governments of
the world to take urgent and constructive steps to
prevail upon the Government of Pakistan to put an end
immediately to the systematic decimation of the people
which amounts to genocide. *°
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motivated students from schools and madrasas were
put in Al-Badr wing, where they were trained to
undertake ‘specialized operations’, while the
remainder were grouped together under Al-Shams,
which was responsible for the protection of bridges,
vital points and other areas.”
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Text of Instrument of Surrender

The PAKISTAN Eastern Command agree to surrender all PAKISTAN
Armed Forces in BANGLADESH to Lieutenant General JAGJIT SINGH
AURORA, General Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the Indian and
Bangladesh force in the Eastern Theatre. This surrender includes all
PAKISTAN Land, Air and Naval forces as also all paramilitary forces
and civil armed forces. These forces will lay down their arms and
surrender at the places where they are currently located to the nearest
regular troops under the command of Lieutenant General JAGJIT
SINGH AURORA.

The PAKISTAN Eastern Command shall come under the orders of Lieutenant
General JAGJIT SINGH AURORA as soon as this instrument is signed.
Disobedience of orders will be regarded as a breach of the surrender terms
and be dealt with in accordance with the accepted laws and usages of war.
The decision of Lieutenant General JAGJIT SﬁVGH AURORA will be final,
should any doubt arise as to the meaning or interpreatation of the surrender
terms. Liewtenant General Jagjit Singh Awrora gives a solemn assurance that
personnel who surrender shall be treated with the dignity and respect that
soldiers are entitled to in accordance with the provisions of the GENEVA
convention and guarantees the safety and well-bein sz all Pak Military and
Paramilitary forces who swrrender. Protection wifl e provided to forei
nationals, ethnic minorities and personnel of West Pakistan origin by the
Jorces under the command of Lieutenant General Jagjit Singh Awrora.

JAGJIT SINGH AURORA AMIR ABDULLAH KHAN NIAZI
Lieutenant General Lieutenant General

General Officer Commanding in Chief Martial Law Administrator

Indian and Bangladesh Forces Zone B and Commander

in the Eastern Theatre Eastern Command (Pakistan)

16, December, 1971 16, December, 1971
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Press release of the Government of Bangladesh
on war crimes trial (17 April 1973)

‘Investigations into the crimes committed by the Pakistani
occupation forces and their auxiliaries are almost complete.
Upon the evidence, it has been decided to try 195 persons of
serious crimes, which include genocide, war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and breaches of article 3 of the Geneva
conventions, murder, rape and arson.

Trials shall be held in Dacca before a special tribunal,

consisting of judges having status of judges of the Supreme
Court.

The trials will be held in accordance with universally
recognized judicial norms, eminent international jurists will be
invited to observe the trials. The accused will be afforded
Sacilities to arrange for their defence and to engage counsel of
their choice including foreign counsel.

A comprehensive law providing for the constitution of the
tribunal, the procedure to be adopted and other necessary
materials is expected to be passed this month. The accused
are expected to be produced before the tribunal by the end of
May 1973."
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